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CLAIMS 

28* (Currently Amended) A medicament, comprising: 
a plurality of coated drug panicles, each of said coated drug particles having an 
average particle size of less than [[500]] 50 |am in diameter, the surface of said panicles 
comprising at least a first coating layer of biodegradable and bio-compatible material, 
said coating layer being a continuous and non-porous layer, wherein an average thickness 
of said coating layer is between 1 and 500 nm, 

29. (Currently Amended) Jhe [[A]] medicamem "^^h^p oompriaina: 

a plurality of - ooated dmg partiologv - oaoh of said ooatod drug ponio l ofl having an 
avorago porciolo aiz e of l e ss than 5QQ \im in diam e t e r, th e smfooo of oaid portiol e s 
comprising at looat a first ooating layer of biodegradabl e and bio - oompatiblo material, 
said coating layer being a continuous and non porouQ layor> wherein on av e rage thioknoQQ 
of Qoid ooftHog layer is b e tw e en 1 and 50Q - nm^ iho ooatod drug poitioloQ being obtainabl e 
through Q"prooc 9s compri s ing dqaooiting said polym e rio ooating portioloo onto tho - gurfoo e 
Af lifi^ rimg pnrrinloG by Q proQQQg oompri s ing pulood laoor ablation wherein said coatiBg 
layer is exclusive of said drug provided b v said dnip particles . 

30. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28. wherein said coating 
layer material is at least one selected from the group consisting of PXA. PGA, PLGA and 
cellulose compomds. 
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3 1 . (Currently Amended) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein 
said i nodicomcgit consists ooo e ntially of aaid plurality of otiid coated drug panicles feave 
an average particle size of less than 20 um in diameter 

32. (Original) The medicament according to claim 2S, wherein said coated 
drug particles have an average particle size of less than 10 jim in diameter. 

33. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein said coated 
drug panicles have an average particle size of less than 1 um in diameter. 

34. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein said coated 
drug panicles have an average particle size of less than 0.1 \xm, 

35. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
thickness of said coating layer is between I and 400 nm, 

36. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
thickness of said coating layer is between 3 and 200 nm. 

37. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
thickness of said coating layer is between 5 and 50 nm. 



3 



iWPl82076i2} 



PAGE4l46*RCVDAT5f28i20045:33:38PM [Eastern DaylightM^ 



MAY-28-04 17:33 FROM-AKERMAN SENTERFIH 



5816596313 



T-328 P. 05 



F-749 



38- (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
thickness fsaidc ating layer is between 50 and 500 nm, 

39. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
thickness of said coating layer is between 150 and 500 nm. 

40, (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
thickness of said coating layer is between 300 and 500 nm. 

41 . (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
size of said coated drug particles is less than 50 nm in diameier- 

42, (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
size of said coated drug panicles is less than 30 nm in diameter. 

43. (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
size of said coated drug particles is less than 10 nm in diameter. 

44, (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein the average 
size of said coated drug particles is less than 5 nm in diameter* 
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48» (Origiiial) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein said coated 
drug particles comprise at least one drug selected from the group consisting of anti- 
allergics, antibiotics, anti-inflammatories and bronchodilatory drugs. 

49, (Original) The medicament according to claim 28, wherein said coated 
drug particles comprise at least one drug selected from the group consisting of 
budesonide, triamcinolone acetonide and rifampicin. 

50. (Previously amended) A pharmaceutical formulation comprising the 
medicament of claim 28 and a phannaceutically acceptable solution. 

5 1 , (Original)The formulation according to claim 50, wherein said 
formulation has from 0.01% to 10 % by weight of said medicament relative to the total 
weight of said formulation. 

52. (Original) The formulation according to claim 50 containing from 0.1 % to 
1 % by weight of said medicament relative to the total weight of said formulation. 

53, (Original) The formulation according to claim 50, wherein about 20 % to 
about 50 % by weight of said medicament is a respirable fraction. 

54. (Original) The formulation according to claim 50, wherein at least 50 % 
by weight of said medicament is a respirable fraction. 
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55. (Original) The fonnulatioD acc rding to claim SO. fimher c mprising at 
least a second medicameat. 

56. (Qrigmal) The formulation acconlmg to claim 55, wherein said second 
medicament is a particulate medicament. 

57. (Original) The formulation according to claim 55, wherein said second 
medicament comprises a medicament in accordance with claim 28. 

58. (Origitial) The formulation according to claim S0> further comprising a 
first broncbodilatoi> medicament and a second medicament, said medicaments each 
being at least one selected from the group consisting of anti-inflammatory agents, 
bronchodilatory agents, antibiotic agents and anti-aUergic agents, 

59. (Original) The fonnulation according to claim 50, further comprising 
structure for aerosol administration of said formulation. 

60. (Original) The formulation according to claim 59, wherein said structure 
for aerosol administration includes a propellant. 
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6 1 . (Original) The formulation accordmg to claim 60, wherein said propellant 
is at least one selected from the group consisting of fluorocarbons and hydrogen- 
containing chlorofluoracarbons. 

62. (Original) A therapeutic kit comprising the medicament of claim 28 and 
instructions for the administration of said medicament. 

63. (Original) A therapeutic kit comprising the foraiulation according to claim 
50 and instructions for the adminisiration of said medicament. 

64. (Original) The therapeutic kit of claim 62, fiirther comprising an aerosol 
delivery apparatus or a medical device suitable for pulmonary administration of said 
medicament. 

65 . (Original) The therapeutic kit of claim 63, further comprising an aerosol 
delivery apparatus or a medical device suitable for pulmonary administration of said 
medicament* 

66. (Currently Amended) A method for treating patients, comprising the steps 

of: 

providing a medicament comprising a plurality of coated drug panicles, 
each of said coated dmg particles having an average particle size of less than [[500]] 
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50 urn in diameter, the surface of said particles comprising at least a &st coating layer of 
biodegradable and bio-compatible material, said coating layer being a continuous and 
non-porous layer, wherein an average thickness of said coating layer is between 1 and 
500mn,and 

treating a respiratory disorder or puhnonary infection in a human patient 
using said medicament. 

67, (Cunently amended) The method of claim 66, wherein said modioamont is 
n phnnnf i '^'^"^""^^y ^^^Qp^^^ B fommlotion coated drug p articles have an avemge particle 
size of less than 20 \xm in diameter . 

68. (Currently Amended) A method of preparing a medicament, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of core drug particles, each of said core drug particles 
having an average particle size of less than [[500]] 50 tun in diameter, and 

depositing onto the surface of said plurality of core drug particles at least a 
first coating layer that comprises a plurality of polymeric coating panicles, said coaling 
layer being biodegradable, bio-compatible, wherein an average thiclmess of said coating 
layer is between 1 and 500 nm. said depositing step by a process comprising pulsed laser 
ablation under vacuum, wherein said vacuum is between 1 mToir and 1 Torr, 
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69. (Original) The method according to claim 68, wherein said pulsed laser 
ablation process comprises providing a laser which emits radiation having a wavelength 
of about 240 to about 280 nm. 

70. (Previously amended) The medwd according to claim 68. wherein said 
coating layer is continuous and non-potous. 
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